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In spi te  of  the intensive investigation of the t r i t e rpene  glycosides of the family  Caryophyl laceae  [1- 
3], many r ep re s en t a t i ve s  of it have sti l l  r emained  unstudied. Thus, for  example,  there  is no information 
whatever  in the l i t e r a tu r e  on the saponins of Dianthus inacotinus. 

A methanol ic  ex t rac t  f rom the roots  of this plant  contained one glycoside,  which we isolated by chro-  
matography  on a column of s i l ica  gel in the b u t a n - l - o l - e t h a n o l - w a t e r  (10 : 2 : 5) s y s t e m  in p r e p a r a t i v e  
amount.  In its mel t ing  point  (I36 ° C), specif ic  rotat ion ([~]~ + 35 ° (c 1.3; methanol)),  and chromatographic  
mobil i ty  the compound obtained was identical with saponaside  A, which we have isolated p rev ious ly  f r o m  
Saponaria  officinalis  L. [4]. 

The subs tance  was additionally identified by its methylat ion and the t e t rahydroa lumina te  c leavage of 
its pe rmethy la te .  The reduced glycoside was found by th in - layer  chromatography  in b e n z e n e - a c e t o n e  (2 : 
1) to contain 2 ,3 ,4 - t r i -O-me thy l -D-g lueopy ranu ron i c  acid, and among the methanolys i s  products  of the 
o l igosacchar ide  we identified, in the p r e s e n c e  of sugar s  of known s t ruc ture ,  2 , 4 -d i -O-me thy l -D- so r b i t o l  
and 2 ,3 ,4 ,6 - t e t r a -O-me thy l -D-g lueopy ranose .  In the per iodate  oxidation of the saponin, the glucose was 
not affected. On this bas i s ,  we concluded that Saponaria  offieinalis  L. (bouncing bet) and Dianthus inacoti-  
nus contain one and the s ame  saponin. 
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